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Better Weed Control Expected Next Year 
By Brad Smith  

We are fortunate to have a beautiful, peaceful lake that is 
sparsely developed.  The boats we have ply the waters si-
lently.  We have abundant wildlife and largely undeveloped 
shores to admire and enjoy.  However we do have one ac-
tivity that requires our attention and dedication.  Our pretty 
lake is the host for several weeds:  milfoil, lily pads, bladder-
wort, and pond shield (small lily pads). Of these weeds, mil-
foil is the one that proliferates most rapidly and, over the 
years, has shown strongest resistance to chemical treat-
ment.  We treated for milfoil on June 25 of this year with Di-
quat, our usual choice.  With the approval of a new chemi-
cal, we are optimistic that next summer milfoil will be eradi-
cated completely and permanently.  ProcellaCOR is a non-
toxic treatment and disappears quickly.  The cost will be 
quite high and so will be spread over 3 three years (with a 3 
year guarantee).  Since this is a onetime treatment we will 
need to ask for increased donations for weed control.  We 
will still need to control the remaining weeds with traditional 
treatments.  But more on that at the Annual Meeting, meet-
ing details and agenda on page 2. 
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Milfoil are submersed aquatic plants with “dissected” leaves 
that create a distinct shape.  They can be very difficult plants 
to control. 

https://www.prindlelakecharlton.org/


by Joey Bialy III  

There are numerous reasons why people like to fish - many use it to relax and enjoy nature, 

some are on the hunt for the “big fish” and others harvest fish for their dinner table.  I 

would like to take a moment and tell you a good reason as to why catch and release fishing 

is most suitable for Prindle Lake, along with proper catch and release techniques.  The big-

gest reason for releasing them would allow the ability for them to grow larger and re-

spawn.  Since Prindle Lake is on the smaller 

side, at only 70 acres, it is important for us to 

keep the fish population sustained.  The fish 

help to draw in different species of wildlife that 

we may not normally see without them, i.e. 

blue herons, otters, bald eagles, etc.  When re-

leasing a fish, it’s important to face the fish’s 

head “upstream”, or whichever direction faces 

into the current, to allow water to run into the 

fish’s mouth and across it’s gills to obtain oxy-

gen.  If you were taught to run the fish in a 

“back and forth” motion in the water, please 

don’t - this action actually impedes the fish’s ability to retain oxygen.  Another proper prac-

tice for catch and release is to handle the fish with wet hands, as this helps to keep the 

“slime” on the fish.  The “slime” helps to protect the fish from harmful bacteria which in 

turn keeps it healthy.  If you prefer not to handle the fish, be sure to use a rubber net rather 

than a nylon net, as nylon can damage the fish’s gills.  I hope that I have shown the im-

portance of catch and release fishing, and I do hope that you consider practicing these 

proper techniques in the future.  Happy fishing! 

 

CATCH AND RELEASE 
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The PLA is a voluntary non-profit organiza-
tion owning about 80% of the lake bottom 
with a mission of maintaining the Lake for 
the enjoyment of its’residents.  

In 0ur By-Laws, Article II, Item E states: “ANNUAL MEETING:  The annual 

membership meeting shall be held within 90 days of the fiscal year end and at 

such a place in Charlton as the Board may designate.  Said meeting shall be for 

the purpose of electing officers and for the transaction of such additional busi-

ness as may be stated at the annual meeting.” 

Agenda for Annual Member meeting, 9-22-2018: 

1. Call to Order and establish a quorum, President  

2. Welcome new Members, President 

3. Approve last years meeting minutes, Secretary 

4. Present Treasurers Report, Treasurer 

5. Report on health of the lake and weed treatment 

6. Report on various items the President feels important 

7. Election of Officers and Directors  

8. Adjourn 

 

ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 
SEPT. 22, 2018—GRANGE HALL 

DOORS OPEN 10:00AM / MEETING AT 10:30AM 
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by Hope Hebert 

As some of you know, I am not a fan of creatures of the 
slithery persuasion that make their homes in and around 
ponds and especially in my yard where they like to sun 
themselves!  Sidney the snake lived in the rocks by the 
dock for years. I had to name him to make him less scary, 
as he was at least 2 feet long and 2 inches in diameter in 
the middle.  Hmmm, middle age spread?  I was OK with 
this arrangement, until this year he started hanging out 
next to my house!  Suddenly I needed a solution to rid 
myself of Sidney.  I hate to resort to violence, except 
against  spiders, flies, and ants.  I couldn‘t start throwing 
rocks or sharpening my shovels for a beheading, so I 
waited Sidney out.  He eventually left the side of my house 
on his own, so I could gingerly walk to my boat without 
having a heart attack! 

 

Then today I was looking out the window and saw 
Henry the heron.  I sat admiring his graceful beauty 
for a few minutes, until I saw him poke his head into 
the large rocks leading up to my dock.  Didn’t he pull 
up a two foot snake, shake it about, drop it, pick it up again, and fly away!!! 

Pictures or video you ask...not a chance!  Just a little prayer for Sidney if it was he.  Now I 
want to know how I can train Henry to make house calls if there happens to be a snake that 
needs to be extricated from my yard. 

SIDNEY AND HENRY 

Photo Credit: Jeff Thompson 
(Hey Hope… Is it me or is Henry laughing at you?) 

YOUR INVITATION 

by Kevin Jadin 

If you’re hearing strange howling noises coming from 

the lake once a month, don’t be alarmed. What you 

may be hearing is what is becoming a lake ritual of 

neighbors meeting out in the middle of the lake to 

watch the rising of the full moon.  

Although this is only our second year on the lake, my 

wife and I have met and befriended more neighbors 

than we had in the last twenty years at our previous 

address, also in Charlton. This is partly attributed to 

accepting an invitation to the full moon meet-up.  Of 

course, the full moon is just a reason to meet, some-

times it isn’t even noticed.  The real entertainment is 

meeting neighbors, exchanging stories and, of course, 

having a few beverages and snacks.  

Some revelations from our recent meetings include: 

 We have a neighbor who bakes awesome cookies. 

 We have a wonderful gardener who shares her 

bounty. 

 There are a few members who make their own 

wine (it is actually very good…I just hope they 

don’t stomp the grapes). 

 One of our members has two dogs named after 

beer (why didn’t I think of that?). 

 There is a member that can recite old song lyrics 

that even the artist probably doesn’t remember. 

And, of course, there’s the engineering marvel that is 

the floating dock.  You really need to see how tricked 

out this thing is! 

So, consider this your invitation for the next full moon 

outing (8/26/18).  In the great words of Craig Morgan: 

“There’s no signin’ up, no monthly dues, take your 

Johnson, your Mercury or your Evinrude (as long as 

they are not gas powered and are 5HP or under) and 

fire It up meet us out at party cove”  

No motor? No worries bring your kayak, paddleboard 

or float.   

Never heard of Craig Morgan?  Google “Red Neck 

Yacht Club”, and listen on YouTube.  



When my wife and I retired and moved to 

Prindle Lake a few years ago, we didn't know 

what to expect. We were hoping to find not 

only a place of beauty but also a spirit of co-

operation and community. We have certainly 

found both, and are grateful for them every 

day. With the lake as our common interest, 

we have found our neighbors to be wonderful 

people - fun loving, supportive, and interested 

in the health of the lake for the good of us all. 

Being on the Board of Directors is a privilege, 

as we all work together to keep the lake 

clean, safe, and enjoyable for everyone. We 

do our best to communicate openly, and are 

always happy to have input from anyone on 

any issue. Don't hesitate to contact any of us 

if you have any thoughts to share. Let's keep 

cooperating. We're all "in the same boat!" 

“Excuse me, pardon me, passing through”   

 
by Rich Prager 

FAQ’S  
What is the  PLA? 

The Prindle Lake Association (PLA) is a non-profit corporation whose mission is to protect 
and maintain Prindle Lake and its watershed, including groundwater, and to otherwise pro-
tect the collective interests of members. 
 

Who is eligible to join? 
Anyone owning property and/or a legal residency abutting Prindle Lake.  Anyone 
with deeded rights to use Prindle Lake.  Anyone with a legal residence or a lot of 
land abutting Prindle Hill Road, Pumpkin Lane or Oak Ridge Drive. 

What is the cost to join? 
Annual membership dues is $40.00.  A voluntary contribution of $60.00 to be used 
for weed control is suggested. 
 
Are there restrictions on the use of Prindle Lake? 
Gasoline powered motors are prohibited by Town and PLA regulations from being 
used on Prindle Lake.  This restriction applies to boats, jet skis, snowmobiles, 
etc.  However, electric outboard motors are allowed. 

How is the PLA governed? 
There are by-laws that govern the Association.  An annual meeting is held each year 
in September to review issues and elect the Board of Directors.  The Board of Direc-
tors consist of 5 to 9 Directors (2 from Pumpkin Lane, 2 from Oak Ridge Drive and 1
-5 at Large), a Treasurer and a Secretary.  A President is elected from the Board at 
the first Directors' meeting following the election.  Directors typically meet every 

other month.  All members may attend Directors' meetings but can only vote at general 
membership meetings. 

How do I join? 
Complete the Membership Application found on our website ( and mail it along with your 
membership check to PRINDLE LAKE ASSOCIATION, PO Box 386, Charlton, MA 01507  
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SPIRIT OF COOPERATION AMONG RESIDENTS 

/documents/2016/6/Invoice%202016.pdf


“An early-morning walk is a blessing for the whole day.”   

by Hope Hebert 

This was a strange one for sure...the invasion of the icemen while I 

was sleeping! 

One morning last winter, I awoke to see more than the usual one or 

two Prindle ice fisherman dotting the ice. They were there armed 

with their poles, puffy coats, earmuffs, toques, single tents, and dou-

blewides, too. There must have been at least 15 groupings scattered 

around the lake - men, women and children. 

Obviously, I thought, I missed the memo! 

I had to wonder as I do anytime I see ice fishermen...why???  The 

temperature alone would make me rethink heading out to the grocery 

store. And there couldn`t be enough down layers, mittens, or fur-

lined boots that would have me think of the word "fun"! But there 

they were, enjoying their time drilling holes and setting their flags all 

to catch and release the little fish in Prindle Lake.  

From the warmth of my cozy home, they provided a beautiful sight 

for my bored winter eyes...they stayed for hours, then they were gone 

as quietly as they came. 

I later found out that this was organized by a nonprofit organization 

that provides wholesome, outdoor activities for our Veterans and 

their families.  What a great way to thank them for their service! 
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Ice Thickness to  

Permissible Load 

2 inches       1 person on foot 

3 inches       Group (single file) 

5 inches       Group (6-8 ppl together) 

7.5 inches    Passenger Car 

8 inches       Light Truck (2.5 Ton) 

10 inches     Med Truck (3.5 Ton) 

12 inches      Heavy Truck (7 ton) 

15 inches      10 Tons 

FISHING DERBY  

Photo Credit: shutterstock.com 



OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Officers 
    John Colognesi, President 

       Hope Hebert, Secretary 

       Denise Thomas, Treasurer 

Directors 
    Joe Bialy 

       Mark Cauley 

       Kevin Jadin 

       Richard Landry 

       Rich Prager 

       Frank  Rogers 

       Brad Smith 

       Bob Stead 

       Andrew Visser 

Annual Lake Association Meeting 

Saturday - Sept. 22, 2018  -  Grange Hall 
(Agenda on page 2) 

Doors open at 10:00am / Meeting at 10:30am 

Coffee and goodies available.  
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Prindle Lake Association 
PO Box 386 

Charlton, MA 01507 
 

www.prindlelake.org 

 

 

Welcome, Neighbor! 

  

The Prindle Lake Association Board 

of Directors welcomes you! We feel 

fortunate to be living on one of the 

most beautiful small lakes in central 

Massachusetts.  We hope that you 

share this pleasure with us.  

  

Water sports such as swimming, 

fishing, sailing, canoeing, wind surf-

ing, paddle boating, and kayaking 

are enjoyed by many.  However, no 

gasoline or other fuel powered mo-

torboats, jet skis, snowmobiles or 

other vehicles are permitted on the 

lake.   

Visit our website for lots of news and 

information regarding our little 

piece of Heaven. 

www.prindlelakecharlton.org 

 Sincerely,   

John Colognesi,  President  


